
Returning to the Workplace
Test Fit Studies
Various approaches to workplace design during COVID-19.

5.21.2020
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Returning to the Workplace: Test Fit Studies | 5.21.2020 2

Introduction
The global COVID-19 pandemic has introduced new 
dynamics and parameters that will influence the 
design of all types of workplaces.

TPG Architecture has compiled a series of COVID-19 
design interventions and test fits for clients with 
different needs and operating constraints:

   • Occupancy plans for existing workplace
   • Social distancing plans for future workplace
   • Design interventions for pre-built workplace
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Existing
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Existing Workplace Confidential Financial Services Client

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 1

DN

DN

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

7 cities, 20 buildings, 275 floors, 8000k SF
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Existing Workplace Confidential Financial Services Client

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 2

REF.

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

7 cities, 20 buildings, 275 floors, 8000k SF
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Existing Workplace Confidential Financial Services Client

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

7 cities, 20 buildings, 275 floors, 8000k SF



Returning to the Workplace: Test Fit Studies | 5.21.2020 7

Existing Workplace Confidential Financial Services Client

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

Returning to the Workplace: Occupancy Plans 3

7 cities, 20 buildings, 275 floors, 8000k SF
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Existing Workplace Confidential Professional Sports Client

05.07.20 | PAGE 7

assigned seating location 

workstations: 

typical ws  89

total ws   89

private office: 

evp private office  6
svp private office  2

total po   8

total assigned 97
total occupancy  77%

  

additional seating locations

meet as single po 8

grand total  105 seats
total occupancy  83%

  

social distancing diagrams - floor d
covid-19 sociAl distAncinG rEfErEncE diAGrAms 

6’-0”

6’-0”
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assigned seating location 

workstations: 

typical ws  89

total ws   89

private office: 

evp private office  6
svp private office  2

total po   8

total assigned 97
total occupancy  77%

  

additional seating locations

meet as single po 8

grand total  105 seats
total occupancy  83%

  

social distancing diagrams - floor d
covid-19 sociAl distAncinG rEfErEncE diAGrAms 

6’-0”

6’-0”

1 city, 1 building, 5 floors, 176k SF
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Future
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At TPG Architecture, our Design studios have identified two approaches to 
planning a future workplace in the COVID-19 age. Both resolve the social 
distancing requirement, but ultimately each supports a different future.

Fixed Planning
Social distancing is an important 
mechanism to safeguard employees in 
any pandemic. As such, organizations 
may design workplaces that emphasize 
the 6 foot distance requirement in all 
areas of the office.

Flexible Planning
Organizations that are looking to respond 
to any pandemic through flexibility, 
adaptability, and agility may design 
workplaces that leverage furniture 
and behavioral solutions to manage 
social distancing and future occupancy 
changes.
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Future Workplace Flexible Planning

2

TYPICAL FLOOR LAYOUT  |   FULL CAPACITY PLAN

ref

personal

private office                     5
worK stations           110
total              115

sUpport

reseption            1
pantry            1
copy                           1
personal locKers                   148 
sanitation station           6

collaBoration

conferencing            63 (seats)
• 16 pEoplE   1
• 10 pEoplE   2
• 5 pEoplE   4
• 3 pEoplE   1
• 2 pEoplE   1
• 1 pHonE RooM  2

open collaB             83 (seats)

rsf per person             174 sf      
total rsf         20,000 sf  

Full Capacity
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Future Workplace Flexible Planning

3

TYPICAL FLOOR LAYOUT  |   REDUCED CAPACITY PLAN 

ref

7'-6"

6'-2"

7'-6"

7'-
0"

aDaptaBle DesKing

center power spline

6ft Dia social 
Distance77

77

7'-
00

personal

private office                     5
worK stations             71
total                76

sUpport

reseption            1
pantry            1
copy                           1
personal locKers                   148 
sanitation station           6

collaBoration

conferencing            32 (seats)
• 8 pEoplE   1
• 5 pEoplE   2
• 2 pEoplE   4
• 3 pEoplE   1
• 1 pERSon   1
• 1 pHonE RooM  2

open collaB            55 (seats)

rsf per person             263 sf      
total rsf         20,000 sf  

Reduced Capacity
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Future Workplace

4

TYPICAL FLOOR LAYOUT  |   COLLABORATION COMPARISON

ref

ref

Head coUnt 115   |   seat coUnt 115

collaBoration ratio per person

conferencing                  0.5
open collaB                     0.7
total                      1.2

fUll capacitY redUced capacitY

Head coUnt 115   |   seat coUnt 76

personal

private office                     5
worK stations             71
total                76

rsf per person             263 sf      
total rsf         20,000 sf  

personal

private office                     5
worK stations           110
total              115

rsf per person             174 sf      
total rsf         20,000 sf  

collaBoration ratio per person

conferencing                  0.4
open collaB                     0.7
total                      1.1

Flexible Planning
Comparison
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Future Workplace

7

HEALTH SAFETY   |   TRAINING ROOM

fUll capacitY
50 people at training taBles

redUced capacitY
18 people at training taBles

redUced capacitY
24 people at free stanDing cHairs w/ taBlet arms

Flexible Planning
Training Room Variations
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Future Workplace

5

HEALTH SAFETY   |   ENCLOSED COLLABORATION

additional considerations
• provide hand sanitizer and / or disinfectant 

wipes to clean room before & after meetings
• limit room capacity through booking system

encoUrage social distancing
• Utilize signage to communicate reduced allowable 

occupancy of meeting spaces.
• remove chairs from room, if possible.
• indicate useable seats with clear, visible placemarker 

spread at 6’-0” increments around the table

liMit sHared toUcH points
• provide individual collaboration tools, such as 

whiteboard markers & erasers.
• provide touchless technology (i.e. voice acti-

vated screens)
proMote personal HealtH
• provide hand sanitizer and / or disinfectant 

wipes to clean communal surfaces before & 
after meetings

design for fleXiBilitY
• remove task chair to create a private work-

space when social distancing is required.
• reduce booth capacity from 4 to 1-2 people.
• create small enclosed spaces to act as 

“Zoom” rooms to enable quick collaboration 
with remote coworkers.

Flexible Planning
Employee Safety in Enclosed Collaboration
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Future Workplace

6

HEALTH SAFETY   |   OPEN COLLABORATION

encoUrage social distancing
• Utilize signage to communicate reduced allowable 

occupancy of meeting spaces.
• remove “extra” chairs, if possible.
• indicate useable seats with clear, visible placemarker 

spread at 6’-0” increments around the table

additional considerations
• provide hand sanitizer and / or disinfectant 

wipes to clean surfaces before & after meetings
• provide hand sanitizer and / or disinfectant 

wipes to clean communal surfaces before & 
after meetings

liMit sHared toUcH points
• provide individual collaboration tools, such as 

whiteboard markers & erasers.
• provide touchless technology (i.e. voice acti-

vated screens)

social distancing practice
• establish internal guidelines for how to safely 

collaborate in high traffi c and open areas.

Flexible Planning
Employee Safety in Open Collaboration
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Future Workplace Fixed Planning

05.15.2020 | PAGE 105.15.2020 | PAGE 1

rentable area (rsf)  28,045 sf

rsf per person        260 sf

assigned seats 

private office        4
typical ws     104

total assigned    108
total occupancy     100%

collaboration

conferencing    35
open collaboratio n       0

collaborative seat/person ratio 0.3
  

physical distancing planning study   |    new planing approach
299 PArk AvEnuE   |   24th floor
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6’-0” social distancing @ 6’-0” spacing 
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6’-0” social distancing @ 6’-0” spacing 
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Pre-Built
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Pre-Built Workplace Confidential Property Management Client
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Pre-Built Workplace Confidential Property Management Client
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Pre-Built Workplace Confidential Property Management Client
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Need assistance developing a test fit specific 
to your office? TPG is here to help:

Emma Lazarus
ELazarus@TPGArchitecture.com

Samantha McCormack
SMcCormack@TPGArchitecture.com

Need Help?


